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How did a world karate champion end up fighting
ISIS on the front line and speaking on panels with the
Pope? FS meets a real life superhero

Words Thomas Theodore  Niustrations Ben \Willsher
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nteresting and uncons

£ 1ekd ended the
and Nelson Mandela was elected the firse
black Pres Sauth Africa, The

wtional | pence in
the country dropped, meaning Schiena
bad to begin looking elscwhere for
business, but a tast
1 such a complex ¢

s¢t the tone for the falloy

His work has taken Schicna every place
ble, During cur one-hour
conversation, | ntions
that he retired in 2003
indefearcd world
heavvweight karate
champion; he’s a deputy
erifY in Viegl
worked as a mercenary
and an intelly
operative; he
in Pakistan,
stam, lrag,
uth Amcerica, Contral
America, Russia, North
Africa, Thailand,
Cambodia and Eastern
Europe; he refersto a
Sheikh in Balrain as “a
good friend™; ippeared
o0 CNN after exposing
the use of chemical
Apons arainst ved ¢
chat, he ' t - it was his dear frien
tican to speak ahout Child Trafhick S ¥ " had
14 par th the Pope. He took fifty cibled in Budspest. They are saying
nternational hights last vear, and every
e Were mvesugatons,
results were incon e, thy
spending N happened with him, He was t

1 Me OUC 100, “Your have other things

r vou, de get burnt like the
for the rema This is the consensus am
mvolved “following the mone

private jobs and sinister-so

od, | 1o use the skills be's
ost milllons and tried the normal 2 picked up ~ b

oth on the job and through
routes,” he explains, “or found th s martial arts Distory
people who bave stolen from them are 1 miditarics in close combat,
NVe'd find remedy ¥ Y sm and Xikinapping
. It ranged from that p ch escape, and evasion; wi
er-kidnapping situati } : Tt ads and we

Though lucrative, Schicna was the Mi a1, we'

constantly an g blasting Ara
¢ < ST Work came them and waterboarding
d people
108, but
ral people vioned in his storics et out of it. How
were killed, and a successful mercenary S restraines and disarm
akes money on gots out alive weapons or befriend a kikinapper
Schienn had a colleague am Sounds completely menzal
. who he refers 1o as ‘Johin’, who Now the questions | really wamnt to ask
wasn't 50 lucky, They'd worked together what's the closest he's come 1o death

closcly for dx years before Schicna moved “If you're on n s, one mile
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from IS1S and you're tak

begins, “and within lalf an hour, there

are alr striles and there's sniper fire from

1518, vou're in @ place where anything

at you'd ¢ \l\\"

because vou're on the front line, But
when yeu're in the intelligence world

shilt can come at vou from anywhere, and

when you're mecting with assoclations or

individuals who are h risk an

targeee

for assassination, that’s moest dangerous

because (L can come at you at any

‘I Gealt with Bor zovsky and

|

Litvinenko [ the Russian agent who was

d an interview recently on Fox about

poisoned with plitonium in London]. |

was having dinner with Boris a

e w

10 se¢ Litvinenko ot death bed. Boris

was killed 2 couple of years ago, and |
can't reme r what they ed his death

15, but people in the business know what
reudly happened, When you're around that
kind of thing, it could happen any time

Another, slightlhy different near-miss

» YOICTRICHR nena

o call from his fiend Simon Manr

the British mercenary who masde the

headlines

hen sentenced to prison in

SN
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with o documentary

Mann was invol

e by Vice, and asked Schiena if he'd be

ip for being in the film, Schicna said the

film crew co

come out t

where he was due to protect a millionadre

They landed at clty"s alrpoet under the

oit of Ailming

gulse of *a norm

CAracas 1s a dangerous enviromment

¢ drug lords arc constantly

iting the

aind every day,

}

0 the street, Anyway, we

ST wte

nOntics started asking a Jot of
questions, someone had tipped them

off that »

werent chere simply 10 film

= had been civ west In Caracus

ng
R

, and there we were with

our backgroun 1d came

“If thev'd Goo

1 us, we'd have bee

d immediately. 1'd been stupk

because I'd not |

time to stop off
ok 1'd be

aome, ¥

s curmy n

ut

reading during mv tr
copy of Good Huxtzn,

ufore

CIA head of operation, in

he had personally written: “Tony, all

SPVIRASIOTS OCC gre apcraiors anc
od Hunting

1f they'd searched me

fricnds like yvou, Jack™.

e thoroughly, thar

K woukd've been the nail in my cotfin

wis former head of

cla before he

director of operations.”

CHEten whe

KR

1 asked questions, Schiena,

*3 10 give an immediate answer

I've bex

forvou." B

the most dar

1Ohe answer o8 imam

rous pls

a moment’s hesitats

There are so many

you have the two superpowers, one for

¢ against Assad. Then the
d IS1S,
bollah. The

Turks are b

ang ran are

Kurds were the only ones fighting ISIS &

Everbodh Wit the

vV Wwas there,

nes engazing them
hut the

were about a mile n them,

t stop th

can drive back three hours sway from

danger doesn because you

the front and you could get had by ar

ce agency, or 3 group that’s not
with the

I was wearing & Kurdish uniform

aligned rds. [ was OK because

“It's the mixture of front line da

ht that three hours away

¢ kilnapped and
i you're like me, the

private mil CATY guY, :,uu'.'; a target of
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course, Who the bell is this guy? sense, 4 parned how to work those
That kind of deal.™ channels to get t sult you want
Schiena's work often requires Tony Schiena has seen a Jor of shit
ting with (or protecting) high could beat the shit out of anvone and has
[ * Jeaders, Be rarely becomes made 2 shitkoad of cash, but at what cost?
onea ¢ in the e > of traditional I3 this a man who's lost his soul? Will he
diplomacy, and can be on the ground fight anywhere? For anvone? That's what
before normal agency emplovees, i 1 want w find out | try w broach
often bas 1o act in a dplomatic capacity, topic by asking about the relative benefits
ying information bet n keaders or of working In the private military sector
ty s2aff in one country to another, over a traditional army, F've read that
“Through my carly Intelligence work, typically, private militaries are staffed by

| hawd to learn to deal with all kinds of former heads of state organisations and

jole peoplke in a corrain direction. Or
convinoe the o work for vou. [ have
plways been very diplomatic, and had a lot
of diplomatic associations, 1've spent so the end of the day, It's my che
timc with so many presidens whether to engage in canflict or not
| compass doesn't agree with

hen T am under no obligation

the military,
I get to
decide who
I work for”
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HARD MAN 10 do it, because it’s my cholce, Y

ave a cholce thar militarkes don't

o of Schen

Within a conflict o deckde

who you work for, and who you hx p."
SOMETHMEs thal Invoives working

for th

CNN after expx
Weapons, spectic

¢ Kurgs, Prioe

1 raq Hadsing be
and the Canadi
With the President of Colormbia on the side, he'd been training Kurds In

Ernosto Samper, a decade ago 1

N eosnter-terransm in prey LA

I r fght against 1SES, Whik working
with the Kurds,
of th

iena recefved intel

¢ of chomical we

% 20 He mountains to
s, who were Jeft severely
YU onsequence of the attacks

th

mustard gas’ fhat

wasn't 1
outspoken and ended up o
which obviousiy made me |
)
Ira

odds. For me it was wrong, and ['m going

ble prosp

fhe

do something about it, The military

couldn’t achie

XICTAR route

1oke a lot of time an

e, and ['ve

rrained US SWAT teams in full counter
errorism to fght carvels, but when you'r

on the grour welping soldiers on 1t

thuat

and a week carlier, o group of them had
een caprured and tormured by Taliban

This group have just los

50 that's gratifying becau

e them stuff thae helps them - that's

no sant, But that's the work 1 emov.”

interest, though, |

IS, N ext week,
for a conlerence

t's where he'll be

Jotal bombardment

r sy ing 1o
peaking 1

CA ¢ Chuck Nomis meme generaror

e telis me he's heading 1o Dubxi for

4 meeting now, then another in London

¢ gets to Rome three days later
world, mare, &

ok saving the
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